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What is a personal statement? 
A personal statement forms part of your UCAS application 

to study in higher education. It must be no longer than  

47 lines and consist of no more than 4000 characters.  

 

You get the chance to express your passion towards your 

chosen course and demonstrate your skills, experiences  

and interests. It is your opportunity to sell yourself  in an 

academic setting to your chosen higher education providers. 

What do universities want to see in an applicant? 
• Passion 

• Enthusiasm 

• Commitment 

• Academic and transferable skills 

• Learning outside of the classroom 

• Relevant paid/unpaid work experience

This guide will help you understand what you should include in your 
personal statement. A well written personal statement should show 
excellent communication skills and demonstrate your commitment 
towards your chosen course.

DO 

✓   Do ‘mind map’ your ideas before writing  

anything structured 

✓   
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The most difficult part of writing a good personal statement is getting started.

We suggest the following structure to show your university the best of you in �ve paragraphs. 
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Paragraph 1. Introduction 
Start with a short and punchy introduction on what motivated you to study in higher education. Why did you pick this speci�c 

subject/course? What inspired you to expand your subject knowledge in this speci�c �eld of study? You don’t need to list 

exam results/grades as this will be written on your UCAS application but you can talk about the subjects you did previously. 

Do not name any universities within your personal statement as the same application is sent to every university. 

 

Paragraph 2. About the course 
This paragraph is about your current courses and how these subjects have encouraged you to want to continue learning at 

university. Make sure, you include your academic skills.  Be speci�c and give examples where possible. What knowledge do 

you have on the subject, be sure to showcase research you’ve done on it in preparation for your further studies. 

 

What subjects are you currently studying? 
► How have they in�uenced your desire to study the course you’re applying for? 

► What relevant skills did you gain that can be transferable to your studies? 

► Include information about any studies or research that were particularly interesting during your time at college/sixth form. 
 

What course are you interested in applying for? 
► What is the inspiration for doing this course?  

► Is there anything or anyone that fuelled your interest in the industry you’re applying for? 
 

Mention any knowledge you have in that area ... 
► Are there any studies or research that interest you in particular?  

 

Paragraph 3. Experiences and responsibilities  
In the third paragraph you should write about your work experiences and volunteer opportunities. It is important to mention what 



# C H I U N I   6



+44 (0)1243 816000        outreach@chi.ac.uk         chi.ac.uk/courses 7





Law 
► Provide evidence of situations where you have relied heavily on 

English skills to perform a task.e.g.  EPQ? 
► Any experiences where problem solving skills resulted in a 

situation being dealt with successfully and how these skills can 

help apply the law logically?  
► Have there been any situations that relied heavily on your 

research skills?  
 

Mathematics and secondary teaching 
► Demonstrate your intellectual curiosity and the potential to 





 

 

 




